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Pitch-Black House of Light @&faar ax 3fei wu
Han Kang

That day in Ui-dong

sleet fell

and my body, companion to my soul
shivered with each falling tear.

Get on your way.

Are you hesitating?
What are you dreaming, hovering like that?

Two-storey houses lit like flowers,

beneath them | learned agony

and towards a land of joy as yet untouched
foolishly reached out a hand.

Get on your way.

What are you dreaming? Keep walking.
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Towards memories forming on a streetlamp, |
walked.

There | looked up and inside the lightshade

was a pitch-black house. Pitch-black

house of light

The sky was dark and in that darkness

resident birds

flew up casting off the weight of their bodies.
How many times would | have to die to fly like
that?

Nobody could hold my hand.

What dream is so lovely?
What memory
shines so brightly?

Sleet, like the tips of mother’s fingers,
raking through my dishevelled eyebrows
striking frozen cheeks and again
stroking that same spot,

Hurry up and get on your way.
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